War Hero Says Uriminal Charges
Part of Campaign to ‘Get Him’
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His came is Rodert Wesley Joces, e
would rather be known as Bob Rachlnvgfn and,
be bebieves if he can obtain a falr trial in Cala-
veras County he will be a free mun before this
meath ends.

Jones, M, stsin the San Joaquin County Jal
awaiting trial Julv 11 i San Andreas for the al-
leged murder of his steplather, Phillip Rack-
straw, $1, whose body was found in a shallow
grave oear Valiey earber Springs this year.

Jooes, wbo says he would rather be called
Rackstraw bocause be has used the name since
he\run'ursold.danuthedwwmduya
khmvnmdmmmddwm
tn

lkmuWn&nJum(‘amxyunh
unlawfully obtaining more than $75,000 from

badks and with illegal possession of explosives |

{ and a charge of grand theft, involving construe-

Jooes® request 10 have his ball on the
wurder charge lowrered from $500,000
‘o YU QAR www Aesiied Tuesdny hy
Calaveras County Superior Court Judge
Joseph Huberyy,

Al the same hearing, held In advance
of next Tuesday's schadulnd stael of
Jones® tria) oa & charge of murdering
his steplaiber, Jones' nitomey revealed
be has filed an appeal in the Third Dis-
triet Court of Appeal sccking to over
turn the judge's denlal of & change of

" senue for the irial.

o0 equpment, has beeo filed against him in
Calaveras County.

But be discomis these charges, considers
them munor — and says he will beal them down
n cours.

Ya datar,

“There are people in Caluveras County who+
Bave bevn out 1o get me for o long time. I've
been shot a1, threatened, Iied about and the law
there has refused 10 protect me. Why' shouldn't 1
:‘W about thus murder tnal that s com-
. Joncs, a belicoprer puiot, Victoam veleran and
furmoer member of the Green Berets, says his
problems began 18 months 830 when he sold his
Bclicopter business and came 10 Calaveras

| County to work with bus stepfather in the con-
AR e

I Since then, he says, his troubles have multi-
plied fo inclade funancial sctsctbacks, the crimi-
val charges and aa injury, sulfered shonly be-
fore his arrest, which he says has left him with
only partial wse of huy legs.

T, lnzbhen, <amglinva TiaitaTs, ib Jones,

.rm,dhrdbyhslmndawpmvmbow

or his relcase from il has pot been acceptod
by the Calaveras County Court.

“Here 1 am, u docorated war hero — | huve
miore than 40 medals and decorations including
‘B Derogasked, Tiyeg Jron — ek s ol geo

. out of jail to defend mvsell

ROBERT RACKSTRAW.JONES
IN CUSTODY
Record Photo

Joncs served m o the US. Army from 1564
through 1971, with much of that time spent flying
belicaopter gun ships in Vietnam. He entered the
service as an cnlisted man and was discharged
with the rank of leutenant.

After leaving the military he worked for about
four years in the pe 3 3 d .
says, then started his own helicopter business in
Palo Alto. But by the end of 1976, Jones had sold
the aviation business and headed for Calaveras
County to join his stepfather in the coastruction
business

It really was my business”™ said Jones.
“because I was the one who held the contracior's
licensc, having obtained it in 1971, and my step-
father had been working under "

The constniction business went well,

Sakg

Jones, Too well, in fact. as far as bis comaention
was concernad, be said

1 underbid other contractors, and as a result,
§ was threatenod, harrassed, and, in the summer
of 1977 some fellows took a shot at me. Put 8 bul-
Jet through the windshield of my peckup truck.”

By, Jooea aud, Calaseras. Counny, “cenls
would do nothing about the incident.

"1 told them who did the shooting, but appar-
ently the police and the suspecrs were friends
Nothing was done about it at all. They refused 1o
behieve me, even though | was a member of the
Calaxexas County; Shanills. Passe. and, WAz Ra, i
lot of the posse’s belicopter.™

Then, according to Jooes, other problems
arose. He said his steplather began drinding
heavily, and although their constrnusction business
was busy, they began having trochle callecting
the, monry, Ine. ez, work.,

With his stepfather's dnnking, with fmancisl
troubles and continuing threats, Jooes sad, he
began laoking at other forms of employment

“1 loved that old man and I conssdered him my
(ather, but his dninking and argung with people
higt, Ak gt Y Wi VW Koo i
m with people and sometimes threatening
thera.”

Tt was during Tiw latter months of 1977 that he
contacted Bell Helicopter Intemnational and ap-
Plied for a ob as fught msenucter @ Iras, Jones
wud,

He sald by that tume bis steplather was not
spending much tme aroend the coastructon
“and, in fact, was moving around so
much thet 1 reslly didn't know where be was. "
Jones said alter a short vacation m Hawan he
Wl fan os vl e Sosr G
He deties hig leaving the country was in any
way comnected with an attempt to avoid prosecy-

tion on any of the charges now ladged agaimst
him

"I Wenl there because I bad 3 yh, baaune L
wus inding it increasingly &fficult to carry on &
construction business ia Calaveras Counts, and
Bovuse there were actual threats made agains!
my bife in Calaveras County ™

“1 have a rough way of talking 1o peopie—-si
did my stenfathee, G, that. maran, 1, hasin *wy
made ciiemies, and I'm afrasd some of the ani-
modty toward me was transferrad o my stepe
father after 1 Jeft. I believe that ts why be way
killed.

“Certainly | never killed hum," sad Jooes,

As 107 1he. aobrr. CRAS. WAUREN Bitt—geiiRa-
Mon of axplosives, bitking banks oot of funds,
theft of canthmoving equpment—these are all
blown out of proportion, he says.

"I ld a legal permit for the explosives—usad

3 lhcmlammmmwt.mmmq‘ga

‘Al w Yurage ‘ouliding @ Sedkion, T doa't
know.™ ho says. .

As for 1he bank fraud charges, Jooes says all
they involve 1x cashing checks with insulficient
funds.

And s9 (or the Calaveras County charge of
Feditig WISITUCOO Mmadtioery, he saps it
Judn’t heppen.



