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“You want me 10 say 1'm not D.B. Cooper? —OK, I'm
not D.B, Cooper.,"

His eyos twinkling abave & full, reddish beard, the
man in the red jumpsuit of a “high security risk"" grins
through the glass of the San Josquin County Jail
visiting room, Fg3 ¢ 179

With the tongue-incheek denial, it is ?;;ml that
Robevt Wesley Ragks! | delights in samaliving repont-
“ofs and authoritics Jxﬁ?fmm onother obscute hint in
the case that hus perplexed the FBI {or eight years.

His October diseppearance in what proved 1o be
bogus plane crash only ndded to the image of a man who
could pull off » crimie o eudscious w the D.B. Covper
skvjacking.

Rackstraw hikes to mix political pronouncements with
name-dropping a&ross a wide specirum of people,
pinces and events, They include:

» Two months 53 a tombet hebicupier flight in-
€tructoc i [ran in late 1977,

v A cnde flying relntionship with three-star General
Robert M. Shoemaker, whose plane Rackstraw says he

Photed during “Nixon's Yig pusn™ imo Cambodia.

» His days. 8s a scuba diver and underwater mn-
strucior in Florida shortly after be lefi the service in
971,

» s temporary “death’ on the list of soldiers
thonght killed in Vietnam Hightng, pnd his subsequent
surprise reunion with an army buddy whn put him 1o
work in a Bay arca petrochemical plant,

The 35-year-old pilor, exGreen Boret and sometime
building contractor met with reporters Monday at the
San Joaguin County Jall.

‘Thou:gh he demied any connection to the D.B. Cooper
skyjack case, the man wbose physical description
roughly matches that of the clusive Cooper clearly
enjoyed his role as the focal paint of speculation about

case

The discovery of explosives early last year in a Stock.
ton warehnuse Jeased by Racksiraw, his background as
apilot, and extensive military parachute tralning, first
iparked the interest of authorties tn a possible con-

nection to the DB, Conper skyjacking Nov. 35, 1971,
awer Southwost Washington,

The man who s:gnedd on the Northwest Alrlines flight

re Hackitraw, Rack Prgr)

/—‘Conlinned : ——

of solitaty confinement.

\_  Rackstraw”

rom Pérdond 16 Seattle as DB,
Coaper'” [s Ihedght o kave bajled out
hie. rear exit of 1he Boelng 727 jer-
it sontewhere gver the rugged
0alhills of the Carcnde’ Mountains
vith $200,000 strapped to his tody

Ie bod <Bown mermbers of . the
ighe crew what proved later tohe i
imulaled dynamite boab careied
1 4 bricfease, A

When Racketraw ficse enntacted
the Record by feliphane lo arrange
far 1he inferview, he asked a reporter
o bring svale cigacetes.

First he asksd for a package of
Sools. Then, lic addet: “Now o'y
fugh, you son of & run” and re

guested s package of Ralergh filter-
tips. ;

Tlhe report that ©.B. Coaper had
chnin-smaked Ral¢iph filters during
the skyjncking episode wps. one of
1be few detzils of the case reported In
Ibe local press.

Munday marked Ruckstraw’s firse
iptervlew sincd lifs purder trial Jast
summer o Calgveras County. e
was acquitied “thon of ‘murdor
chtvees in 1he denth of his stepfo-
ther, Philllp Rockstraw: ;

"I am a political pritopir,” he
dectired, charging the district at
1ommey's nifice with persecution nng
Joil autborities with ineceseney 11se

Rackstraw, who says he left the
Army early in 1971, won't say where
e was arourd the time of the nntarl-
nus Coaper escapade,

His denial that he is DB, Croper
comes ftippantly, with a smirk, Vet
Inricarly (ke same breath Rackstraw
tuggeass that actor Robert Redford
has a motie script catled Deiayed
Reaction “about Nying and para-
chuting, *Rackatraw says the script
is Inced with errors,

“You get alold of Bob and tell him
t said the script has problems,”
Rackstraw sald, his mauth crinkling
with amusement,

He claims he resd the script about
a year ago in Sockton. It was writ-
Tem, Be snid, by 2 man named “'Ro-
hert Rasdolph.”™

Atiempts to conract” Redford or

anyane eonrectad o his production
company were wisuccessiul.

The Cooper case has heen the
subject of scveral hoases in the
publishing world since the 1971
crime.

Twa Bremerton, Wash,, men, ene
clatming 1o be Cooper, were con-
victed on fraud charges five years
4g0 alter they persuaded a Los Ane
gelea gublisher 1o print what gur.
Parted to be a firsi-person account of
the skyjacking. In another case, a
nallonal ‘magazine pald severat
thousand dollars for an alleged story
of the crime.

Rackstraw had Just been returned
ta the fail after his arcaigament in
Superior Court on charges rolated 1o
his dwappearance Inst October In &
rented girplane. Bail wss set at
§300,000,

In that court sesston, Judge James

. Darrah necalled the two bench
warrants issued when Rackstraw al-

Attormey’s office,
Sounding at times more Like a po-

kegedly faked a plane ¢rash Oct. 11,
just days befare he was to appear on
charges refated 1o an allaged $75,00
In bad checks and flegal possession
of explosives,

Rackstraw gays he hopes any no-
tlon that he is D.B, Cooper will be
“'put to rest™ m bis triaf on the array
of charges facing him. He also hinted
that new information could emerge
nbout the death of his stepfather,

Rackstraw weaves a litany of
grievances against what he calls the
"palltkal-legal system.”

e says “they' are “zeroing " an
him, but dances away from a ques-
tion of wha “they” are.’

1l is full of praise for the police
and shenff's - who have
pursued him during his escapes, but
harsh in his opinion of the district

‘and be

litkcal candidate than a man charged
with seveeal felonies, Rackstraw
holds forth an the sorry siate of
education, faxation and the ocan.

oy,
“Older peophe are being kicked out

on the sireets and being fed dog food,

for crying out boud," ho declares,
He idontifies for & rooment with thr

spirit of DB. . B ferson he

says "d\;ﬂ:ng«l the legal system

at "

1 think | stand for the American
people, 1 really do," he said,




