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1) Rackstraw's Sister Linda Loduca recounting 1/24/78 FBI visit -- TJC video & in 10/13/78 Sacto Bee:

FILE #DBC-16
HALF-SISTER LINDA LODUCA
DBC DOC (interview shot 7/13/13)

12:37:53 LINDA LODUCA: Oh, they were knocking at my door. The most interesting one at that
time was when the FBI agent came to my door.

12:38:17 LINDA LODUCA: And, but in the conversation what he asked me was did | know where

Bob was Thanksgiving Day 1971. (LAUGHS) Said, "You know, I really don't and, you know, why?"

And he told me, you know, did | know about D.B. Cooper. So that was the first reference to Bob and

D.B. Cooper that | had heard.

16.01.02 LINDA LODUCA: Um, I learned from the FBI agent, actually. He, uh, the one that came to
me and told me, was asking me about, you know, where Bob was. And said, you know, *71,

the one in *77. And he told me he read, um, a letter Bob had sent to the army after he had been

discharged. And it was a angry letter. He was angry in that letter.

Ceontinved From Page Bl

‘Mayday’

es before. Rackatraw wan oxtradited
from Now York City 1o Stockton {n
March, pollce satd; they said he had
fled to Iran and was arcested by FBI
agents ‘ln- New.:York City altet he
wasn'tallowed tontay [nlran.
Racksiraw, free on $40,000 ball;:ls
* charged with- tha ¢heck scheme and
potseasionofexploslves. - - -
Pollce beileve he Intentlonally few
al an altitude baneath radar scanners
Wednesday to eacape, 2 simple ma-
- neyver often used by drug smugglers
and’others who want to travel unde-
lBCle. % P
.The U.S, Coast Guard searched the
ocean area where Rackstraw sald he
was {n distress from around noan until
dark Wednesday. The searchers
found no wreckage. no oil epill, abso-
lutely no evidence that a plane had
been down, But Coast Guard spokes-
men sald théy are treating the dls-

teess slgnal as legitimate unless they
getanyotherevidence.

Tho active search was suzpended,
but the Coast Guard sent out the
plane's déactiption to all known alr-
ports In Caltfornia. By late Thursday
thets had been no reports that the
Cessna landed, The rhne hed enough
fuel to go 1100 miles when It left
Stockton Wednesday morning, Inves-
tigator Michael Murray of the Stock-
ton Fire Department said,

“The plane was overdue at Monte--

rey and h&ceruinly would have run
out of gas by now,” sald Lt Robert
Qlson, Coast-Guard operations duty
officer at San Feanclco.

Rackstraw's sister, Linda Loduca
of Stockton, sald it doesn't surprise
her that polico think her brother has
csceped,sbut she doesn't believe he
would fake & Mayday signal. Neither
dacs his former lawyer, Dennis Ro-

_per, the

berts of Onkland.

When contacted by The Bee, Ms.
Lodeua vald it was the first notice she
hzed that police yuspect her brother [s
stiil alive and never really had an
engine fire on the plane. Ms. Loducs
sn&."l can't say it hadn’l crossed my

mind, 1 keep.th!nklng. which s _!hg-

worstof the two evlis?

She sald she bellaves her brother
has been treated unfalcly by law en-
forcement agencles in past months.
While he was In fail awaiting his
murder trial, she sald FBI sgonts
questioned her and some of his friends
sbout the &onlbulty he Is D.B. Coo-

jacker who parachuted
out of en airliner over. Oregon with
$200,000 01 Thanksglving Day. 197).

Dick Kohler, FBI spokesman In

Sacramento, sald he doesn't béliove

“anyone at the bureau suspects thal

Rsckstraw is Cooper.

v



2) BHI Security’s 2/20/78 synopsis on fugitive Rackstraw in Iran, noting FBI 10 times (Here’s 3):

BEIALLE o e e T e :

- Thit mattériwns: predicated on TaToriilion received by
Mr. Donald H. Copelabd, :Persennel Monaper; (1, Bediovd
Texas, on-or aboeut I0..Japuary 1978, {rom a l'bp.:'c_sanm'tjve_wf
of the Tederal Tureau of Tuvestigation o Lhecffect that
the FBT holds a Tupitive fclony warrant charging Robert =
Wesley Rackstraw with Imlawfalb Flight “to Aveld Trosccu-
tion in coniéctian with. @ charpe, believed 1o be cwhezzle-
ment, in the State of California. “qhe FB! roquested that
if possihle, Bickstraw not-be alerted to the cxistance of
the warrant pending lastitution of extyadition procecding
(It is to be nated that Iran does not have pujgxtrﬁditiun
treaty with the U.5.3 .

) As veflected. in onclosure (a}, Mr.: Robert :Bannerman,

Regional Security Officer, U. 5. Twhassy at Tchran was ad-

vised both erally and in‘writing of the [acts in the mat-

ter op 5 February 1978, MNr. PBannerman caused a cable to )

be sent to the U.' 8. State Department at Washington, B.C. -

for Turther transmittal to the FRI advising that Rackstraw's \f’
_empployment would be terminated Dby BTG that Backstraw would B
be -furnished transportation Lo his home.of recerd in che .5,

and that detazils of Rackstraw's return to the 1.5, would be
Furnished tb appropriate 1mw enforcement. authoritics. in the

United States and the U. S. Exbassy at Tehrvan for eppropriate
action. ’ ;

Rackstraicwho had lLeen emploved Dy EBIUL as an’ Imstrucior
-Pilet at the: LIAATC, Lsfahan, since 13 Jandavy 1978 was ter-
-m}uagcd_ibr;thg_gunygniépgd &f the wempany by the Division
‘Director, Training, on 6 Febyuary 1978 on ‘the basis of 2
_subsequently determined- falsification of fiis BT employrent
application déaling with his educational credentials. Upon
terminacion; Rackstraw became abusive to the Divisien Director
of Training- énd: declined BHI transpertation to his IOR in the
United States stating he intended to seck other employment in
;Ii%ﬁ-ﬁﬁ-in%Eu:ppem-ﬂihis.informatiqn_wé;_fyrniabed to BHT,
“Bed Ford and -in turn was relayed by Mr. Copeland on er about
13 February 197% to Special Agent-John Little of the Sacramenni‘gf
_office of the FE1.

- It was- jointly sgreed betwcen Hessys: Copeland and Little
to the effect, that assuming Rackstraw conld he persuaded to
Teave Iran, that BT would routes his trip via Puris, Franze,
‘where LitLle: hadomnde apprepriate avronpements for Rpchkstraw's
zpprchension. Yie cdetad ks concorning 1his prepused action arc
<ot forth in enclosuve. (b) which was Turnished to ond srally
discussed wtil Banncrman on 14 February 1978, Bannevman there-
after relayed the information in um gction enble to the U. 5.
Embassy at Paris.and an informatien cahle to the State Depart-
ment at Washinpton, Do C. .

2/20/78 Bell Helicopter Security
_____Sg_mopsis on Rackstraw (3 pages) : 3 Y-

3) Rackstraw's Sister recounting 3/28/78 FBI attempt to get Rackstraw’s palm print (1 of 2 sources):

FILE #DBC-16
HALF-SISTER LINDA LODUCA
DBC DOC (interview shot 7/13/13)

iﬁgﬁig - LIN!Z),tA IACI)chZl)UC];A:b“B%b had told me that they had come, the FBI had come and they
alm print. so Bob said, ‘Talk to my attorney [Dennis Roberts].” A i
[to FBI], “Yeah, I'd be pretty stupid if I let you do that.”” >l Andthe attomey said



4) Defense Attorney’s 1978 response memo reveals FBI just learned Rackstraw took a leased car when
discharged from military in 1971 — in Calaveras County, CA, DA’s 4/15/78 court petition:

majority of the "missing™ decorations are listed on an additional
DD 214, However, rather than force his incarceration at this
present bail to continue, counsel respectfully réquests that bail
be set using only the decorations attached to the Sueyres declaratiqgn
as Exhibit "A".
The second point made in said declaration is that Rackstraw wag
discharged as Filrst Lieutenant and not Captain., The record of the

habeas hearing held before this Court . will reflect that counsel

- T - - T < I - T

stated that Mr. Rackstraw was discharged as a First Lieutenant and

never represented otherwise.

H o
H o

J The third point made is that FBI agents allegedly have spoken

with the Shériff of Houston County who advises that an arrest warrant

)
»

for petitioner is outstanding. My client advises me that this is

("]
]

the result of a lease surrender on a leased automobile, which

=
o

events took place in about 1971. Assuming, arguendo, the validity

-
o

of the warrant, and setting aside speedy trial considerations, this

)
(=]

Court need not concern itself with this matter.

[}
~

5) Rackstraw’s Uncle tells reporter that FBI had questioned him — in Stockton Record, 2/2/79:

An FBI spokesman in Seattle de-
clined to confirm or deny that
Rackstraw was a “Cooper’ suspect,
other FBI sources acknowledged
that friends and relatives of Rack-
straw had been questioned on that
subject recently.

A brother of Rackstraw’s late step-
father, Phillip Rackstraw, contacted
in San .Jose by telephone, confirmed
that investigators identifying them-
selves as FBI agents had questioned
him in the recent past about the D.B.
Cooper case.

William Rackstraw, the brother,
said he was unable to help the
agents,

6) Cop's quote about FBI’s interest in just-recaptured Rackstraw -- in San Jose Mercury News, 2/3/79:

" Fuollerton police sergeant
Ken Davis said Friday that the
FBi had requested and re-.
ceived fingerprints of Rack-
straw during his stay in the’
Faullerten jail. ' :

"1 do understand they think
he might be this person (D. B/
Ceoper),” Davis sa:id.



7) Two cops paraphrase FBI's 2/28/78 Cooper question to Rackstraw — in Stockton Record, 2/3/79:

The two Stockton investigalors
said they have since learned that
Bl agents questioned Rackstraw
about being D. B. Cooper when they
arrested him as he stepped off the
awrplane in New York after bcmg'
deported from Iran. He reportedly
demanded an attorney and the
questioning on the subject was halt-
ed, they said.

8) Captured fugitive Rackstraw tells his Iran “Getawy Gal” lover on 3/6/78 about Feds’ Cooper interest

—in her 10/1/15 audio interview transcript (cut from documentary):

00305265 Reporter Jim Forbes, Getaway Gal phone conversation

00:45:09;20: Anonymous Getaway Gal revealed, “ |
n d of wé jail conference room that said, “
He s ai they[FBlVded It,ryi ng t o

thew i

up .

went to see Bob,
‘Do you remember
prove | 'm that

and he

t his?

D.

person.

9) FBI paid 2/2/79 visit to Rackstraw’s former boss, Mike Narro, at his Novato, CA, warehouse:

After agents left, Narro told anonymous Ex-Wife (She recalled it to TIC on 8/2/16; Audio-taped with
approval): “Theythink Rackstraw is D.B. Coopand they have evidence he was selling weapons to

terrorists”

10 & 11) Senior FBI Agent & anonymous FBI source paraphrased by 2 separate reporters -- in
Stockton Record and S.F. Examiner, both printed on 2/4/79:

‘Rackstraw
FEB 4 1979

Local FBI sources said Saturday

they are still investigating the possi-

bility that Robert Wesley Rac

could heTiAE parachuting hijacker

D.B.. Cooper, although the Seattie
Times said he has been ruled out as

a suspect in the nation’s only un-

solved air piracy case.

While declining to discuss details
of the Rackstraw case, Tom Kin-
berg, the senior FBI resident agent
in Stockton, told the Record that

Still Suspect in Hijack

he remains under investigation in the
hijacking. Information developed by
investigators here is still being for-
warded to FBI agents in Seattle, he
said.

Quoting unnamed law enforce-
ment sources, the Seattle Times re-
ports, however, that the 35-year-old
Rackstraw was no more than one of
more than 1,000 persons who have
been considered — and rejected — as
suspects since the infamous Cooper

vanished from a plane over south-
west Washington state on Nov, 24,
1971, with $200,000 in ransom
strapped to his body.

: The Seattle FBI office, which has
directed the D.B. Cooper investiga-
tion, refused 1o comment Saturday
on Rackstraw, a pilot and explosives
expert.

rcss have 1ok The Examiner

that the FBI has mvestigated Fack-
Sraw A & suspedt In the hijacking 1o
indict tum oF to sdisninaie him,




12) Rackstraw's 1st of 2 TV News jail interviews —in KNBC 3/21/79 transcript:

KNBC NEWS FILE TAPE #9378 (3/21/79)
KNBC REPORTER DOUG KRIEGEL (Short Version)
RACKSTRAW / DB COOPER DOCUMENTARY

00.00.00 PICTURE UP

00.00.34 DOUG KRIEGEL: Do you think it’s legit that you could be one of the suspects, one of the

thousand?

00.00.37 ROBERT RACKSHAW: Oh yes, if | was an investigator, definitely so. I wouldn’t discount

myself. I wouldn’t, no, or a person like myself.
00.00.45 DOUG KRIEGEL: Were you in the Washington area at that time?

00.00.48 ROBERT RACKSHAW: I’ve been in the Washington area a number of times. The FBI has
verified all that, that’s one of the reasons they keep hounding me. I’m sure of that.

13) After three months of messages, FBI Seattle Case Agent Curtis Eng finally responds to TJC’s
attorney, Mark Zaid, on 3/11/12 (Zaid then relays discussion highlights to TJC on phone; in notes):

Eng told Zaid he had “better things to d6 than work on this old hijacking. He then confirmed the Bureau

“looked at the guyRackstraw] in 1979 and cleared him. We dbhaveanything new in his personal
folder since. But Eng agreed to meet TJC and hear his evidence if he came up to Seattle.

14) Public Affair SA Ayn S. Dietrich coordinates FBI meeting at Seattle Division —in 4/11/12 FBI Email:

“Great, Tom. No need to provide that personal info ahead of-t#jost make sure you all have
Governmentissued IDs for the guardis review.I'll pass thegRackstraw] proposal to SA Eng

15) TIC’s recall of 5/18/12 meeting with Seattle Division Case Agent Eng and PA Dietrich — via notes:

On May 18, 2012, | flew to Seattle for a meeting with the FBI Cooper case agent, Curtis Eng. | asked a
former Portland detective-sergeant (and future cold case team member), John Bocciolatt, to join me
with the background he’d collected on Rackstraw’s alleged crime-partners. After shaking hands, the case
agent asked if we had “physical evidence if not, any witnesses’ statements of being involved in the
crime would be “hard to prove’ Then, a problem: The secure computer promised for my Power Point,
featuring the only ‘70s video left of our suspect, had no sound. | verbalized its content, then handed the
agent an 8-page summary. Eng stated he wasn’t going to “questior! the findings of ‘79 agents in clearing
Rackstraw, but he had “no problent if we pushed ahead on a TV doc. Still, Bocciolatt and | implored Eng
to just say the word, and we’d email a prepared report featuring 33 pieces of new evidence linked to the
events along the Columbia River in 1980. But he just wanted a departure handshake.



16) Public Affair SA Ayn S. Dietrich followed up meeting with status of interest —5/22/12 FBI Email:

After requesting a copy of our archived 1970 Army ID photo of Rackstraw, Dietrich emailed back to TJC
that she and Case Agent Eng “will let you know how we would like to proeckéestimate it could be two
to six weeks before we can get back to yAs agreedwe'll let you know if the FBI would or wduhot

like to receive further informatidnfrom our investigation.

17) FBI Headquarters gives TJC awaited permission to forward more evidence — in 8/15/12 FBI Email:

42015 Commsiasm Mal - NORIAK

o B
G M \C] l I Tom Colbert <tcolbert@commstatim,com>

onale

NORJAK

1 message

McKee, Susan T. <Susan.McKee@ic.fbi.gov> Wed, Aug 15, 2012 at 2:.01 PM

To: Tom Colhert <tcolbert@commstatim.com>

Ce: "Schweit, Katherine W." <Katherine.Schweit@ic.fbi.gov>, "Grassie, Steven E." <Steven.Grassie@ic.fhi.gov>,
"Dietrich, Ayn S." <Ayn,Dietrich@ic.fbi.gov>, "Eng, Curtis J," <Curtis, Eng@ic. fbi,gov>, "Kortan, Michael P."
<Michae| Kortan@ic.fbi,gov>

Mr. Colbert,

The FBI investigation of the 1971 Northwest plane hijacking—"NORJAK"—remains open but is
not active. However, when tips come in to the FBI, investigators assess each one and, if
credible, pursue the lead accordingly. Several FBI entities have reviewed the information you
provided regarding Robert Rackstraw and consulted with the case agent, Special Agent (SA)
Curtis Eng, in the Seattle Division. Itis the understanding of all FBI entities that SA Eng will
continue to pursue leads as he indicated at your May 18th meeting. The timing of investigative
actions is based primarily on resource allocations among prioritized threats, This timing likely
will not complement your own production timeline.

J The FBI cannot offer partnership on your documentary but we do respect the confidentiality of
your project. SA Eng will use the materials you provided (e.g., Rackstraw photographs and
video) for investigative purposes only and not provide it for use by any entity outside the FBI.

\/ The FBI welcomes any further information that you uncover, and you can provide that to SA
Eng through Public Affairs Specialist Ayn Sandalo Dietrich in the FBI Seattle Division.

Wishing you all the best,

Susan

Susan McKee

Unlt Chief

Investigative Publicity and Public Affairs Unit
FB! Office of Public Affairs
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18) FBI Liaison for History Channglformer Bureau Asst. Director Tom Fuentes —in 10/17/15 Interview
Transcript (This was all cut from TV doc, along with 18 strongest pieces of evidence Fuentes reviewed):

00305295_295_299_300 DBC PODS PITCH, CLOSING ARGUMENTS - FUENTES, 10_17_15

22:14:17;01: This is just the most outstanding example that I've ever seen of a professional
investigation...[Rackstraw] very well could have been and very probably is [Cooper], and as you've
mentioned, means, opportunity, motive...proximity, the capabilities, all the things that we've heard
about him. What bothers me about the case is just strictly, what does the FBI know that caused them
back then to exclude, you know, adamantly exclude Rackstraw as a subject?

And what we've heard and from [his sister] Linda when she's contacted by agents and others... when
they're contacted, that the FBI told them, we're looking at Rackstraw as being DB Cooper and so that's
basically saying, we're trying to make the case that he is.

My recommendation would be to the FBI now... would be to have the agents involved in this
investigation sit with you and really start comparing notes. | think the FBI should give you a hearing
where you come in, explain.

There are so many pieces of information and/or evidence that you've obtained that you have to believe
they don't even have in their possession, they don't even know, and you've been able to assemble the

team, actually able to out-resource them over the years.

In hearing former agents [on Cold Case Team] say that they give this a ten, just personally, | would give it
eight or nine out of the ten.

HH



