FBI-cleared hijacker admits being “Cooper” in coded letter

‘Nam superior uses 1950 Army booklet to unmask a 6'" note from jumper, now 74

DBC Letter #6

¥areh 28, 1972

The Porbland Oregonlan Sewspaper
Portdani, Orcgon

Cantlazan:

Thix letter ix 2oo Jot you know I am not dead bub really alive
and Jjusk back from iho Eahamss, so your =313y {roopars up there can steop
looking for me, That is Just how curb this governmsnt s, I like your
articlies sbeut me bub you can stop them ncw, Bs B Cooper is not real,

I had to do scmething with the expsrdencs Uncle taught ma, so
herve I am, n very rich man. Unele gave too much of it to world idiots
and mo work for me. I had to do it to relieve mpself of fimsbration.
I wanb ocut of the system ard saw & way thm% gacd cle lnk, K 1
imow, I am going around the world and they will never e bacause
I an mmarter than the systen's Iackey cops and lams duck leaders, Kow
it 3g Uaclets turn to wesp and one of 1t®s in some ¢ssh for a change,
{ind pleass tell the lzcker cops D, B. Cooper is not my xeal nawe).

Sincerely, A Rich Man

"l am 1st LT Robert Rackstraw, D.B. Cooper is
not my real name.” (Decoded)

"I want out of the system and saw a way by sky-
jacking a jet plane.” (Decoded)

“We have doctrinal validation of the process that (code-cracker) Rick Sherwood used to decipher all six
of these messages. In addition, DoD records show Rackstraw learned his coding method at Fort Bragg in
a Special Warfare Operations Course in 1968.” — Rackstraw’s retired commander, LTC Ken Overturf



EMBARGOED 6/28/18 (L.A., CA):
Finding the man behind six ﬁ%

taunting D.B. Cooper letters was FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
top priority for 77-year-old FBI WASHINGTON, D. €. 20535
Founder J. Edgar Hoover. But it

was a private cold case team, . mﬂmﬁm,

decades later, which got the
author’s confession.

e NORJAX
What “excited” Hoover’s agents SRS 164-2111
most were the two typed notes. Ebic D-730411007 1L
1971-72 FBI memos, available Eramicatiea ngoented i Poprtland
through an FOIA court order by Retervace: Letter 4/6/73

Investigative Producer ThontwhasJ. Q40 ¥nvelope postmarked "JACKSONVILLE ¥LA. WAR 28 5 DU
Colbert, revealed that the 5™ one 1672 bearing typewritien address "The Portlanid Oregonian

was openly called “the Cooper Newspapor Portiand, Oregon'

letter.” Eighteen days after the Q4L Accompanying cne=page letter dated 3/39/78, beginning
; ‘e i Wi
crime, four newspapers were wrhizx latter ie too..." and ending "A Rich Man

sent carbon copies of it. The Roault of exanination:
mystery writer crowed, “I left no No indented writing was found on Q40 mnd Q41. No

prints... | wore a toupee... | wore watermarks wore found on Qd0.

putty make-up” — details only the Ho connection could be established between (40, Q41,
arriving agents, close passengers #nd the specimens swbmitted praviously in this came.

(sworn to secrecy) and the dare- Ho Latent prints of value developed QL0 or QHL,
devil would know. Stamped as T: —
“evidence,” the note was locked Highlights of 3-page memo

away for almost five decades.

When an Oregonian editor forwarded the hijacker’s alleged 6th letter in March 1972 (p. 1), Bureau brass
again had high hopes. But it was mailed from Jacksonville, FL, the first from the East. Then the lab declared
the typewriter used was unlike the 5" — “no connection could be established” with the earlier messages.
The five-month postal goose chase ended with the frustrated Hoover’s last signature stamp (above).

* %k

After a six-month records battle by Washington, D.C., lawyer Mark S. Zaid, a judge ordered the FBI in 2017
to start releasing secret files from the Cooper archive to Colbert’s team —ironically, led by former special
agents. That’s when the 40 volunteer lawmen and women learned something was still hiding in the letters.

Vietnam veteran Rick Sherwood was a senior codebreaker for the covert Army Security Agency (ASA), a
sister program of the NSA. Colbert recruited him because the team’s long-suspected Cooper candidate —
74-year-old Robert W. Rackstraw Sr. — served in two of Sherwood’s classified units. A former Special
Forces-trained paratrooper, explosives expert and pilot with an astounding 22 identities, Rackstraw was
tracked down twice by the FBI, halfway around the globe. But in 1979, the recaptured fugitive was abruptly
“ruled out” by Seattle Division — a decision that led a half-dozen agents to brake rank and go to the media.

One of them, retired SA Tom R. Kinberg, joined Colbert’s team in 2012 to continue his Rackstraw hunt.



Last January, ASA analyst Sherwood recognized his 1969 Army “code-speak” in letters #1-5 (#5 below). The
whodunit ended with Rackstraw’s recently unmasked gloat in note #6. (More on codes and his superior’s
confirmation are at https://dbcooper.com/2018/02/press-release-smoking-gun-robert-w-rackstraw-sr/)

The team’s new revelations, along with more than 100 pieces of evidence gathered over seven years, were
sadly met by FBI silence. A formal letter from attorney Zaid to Director Christopher J. Wray was answered
with a form letter. Colbert got the Bureau’s message: “I know the FBI has much bigger problems, and
Rackstraw knows it too. As long as he lays low, he’s off their radar. But my guys think #6’s boast will put
new salt in their wounds at Headquarters. If that happens, Hoover’s going to crack his first smile.”
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IT wAS DETERMNINED THAT THE TYPEWRITING ON THE LETTER
starED [Airline Pilot Name|aDoRESSED T0 THE 4IR LINE PILOTS
ASSOCIATION, ASHINGTON, D. C., ¥AS THE SANE STYLE OF TYPEWRITIIG

a5 THAT v THE[  |TYPEVRITIEW LEETTERS RECEIVED IN

THIS CASE,

THE TYPEWRITING ON THE LETTER SIs¥ES[ Airline Pilot Name |

QOULD HOT BE ADEQUATELY COMPARED With TMe[ | LETIERS

sincE TAE[_____ [LETTERS ARE CARBON COPIES,

Why Rackstraw is Cooper
(1 of 5 Facts): His tracked-
down Vietnam commander
said he was the only soldier
in the whole war who served
in these 3 unique units (coded

___E:?E" . at bottom of Letter #5). Two
Dicocper | ywere secret until the 1980s.
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FBI "Cooper” Cover-Up

(5 of 40 stonewalling examples)

In this court-forwarded lab memo
(page 1 of 2) from the office of J.
Edgar Hoover, 2017 agents cut
out all 5 references to "Cooper”
in the typed DBC Letter #5.
Question: Was it to protect the
founding director's legacy, hide
the truth, or both?

FYI: Ongoing archive cover-up is happening

in WA, D.C, not at Seattle Division. FOIA docs available; more at

DBCooper.com. With signed NDA, copyrighted code-breaking is obtainable thru experts and Army manual.

CONTACTS:

Exec Producer/Co-Author Thomas J. Colbert (L.A., CA): 866-778-5669; TColbert@CommStatim.com

National Security/FOIA Attorney Mark Zaid (WA, DC): 202-454-2809; mark@markzaid.com

TJC's Entertainment Attorney/Manager Michael London (BH, CA): 310-474-0577; lonbiz@aol.com




